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The threat of impeachment is less loud for the last few
days, but the extreme Radicals will press it if they have
a shadow of hope that they can succeed. It is a deliberate
conspiracy which should send the leaders to the peniten-
tiary. If Thad Stevens can get his caucus machinery at
work he will grind out the refractory and make the timid
guilty participants.

Forney, with his "two papers, both daily," and a scrub
committee which he and the Radical leaders have fixed, are
trying to get up a great reception for the Members of Con-
gress. It is one of the revolutionary demonstrations, and
the conspirators have been counting on tens of thousands
to be present, but the people are not all fools. These at-
tempts to crowd forward extreme Radicalism embolden it
and make it despotic, but do not strengthen them or inspire
confidence. Still, after the last long session and its works,
the late wretched elections, the weak men of this Congress
are not to be relied on for wise, patriotic, and judicious
legislation.

In the mean time the President is passive, leaning on Sew-
ard and Stanton, who are his weakness. Seward has no
influence; Stanton has with the Radicals but with no others.
Of course the Executive grows weaker instead of stronger
with such friends.

As Congress has, by excluding two States, a sufficient
majority to override any veto, there will, under the law of
Stevens, Boutwell, Kelley, etc., be strange and extraordin-
ary legislation. The power and rights of the Executive will
be infringed upon, and every effort will be made to subord-
inate that department of the Government, subject it to the
legislative branch, and deprive the Executive of its legiti-
mate authority. Seward does not encourage but will not re-
sist them. Stanton, though subtle, is a sly Radical prompter
and adviser. Yet there are no men in whom the President
confides more than in those two men. I shall not be sur-
prised, but disappointed, if Congress does not proceed im-
mediately to tie up the hands of the President in every con-